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NEWSLETTER
We have a...council!

After a long winter of delays, Our Lady’s 
Fraternity finally held its election of new 
council members: Andy Sapp was selected 
as Minister, Grazia Simon as Vice-
Minister, Jan Anthony as Secretary, Mary 
Hayes as Treasurer, and Bernadette Butler 
as Formation Director.
Our April meeting was also the occasion 
of our triennial visitation by St. Elizabeth 
of Hungary Region’s minister, Miriam 
Kennedy and District 2 Councilor Ray 
Raboin. The fraternity was given a 

“pass” (well, not really--there aren’t any 
grades involved) and so remains in good 
standing. 
The new council held an impromptu and 
unofficial meeting after the regular 
meeting closed. No business was 
transacted; rather, the councilors wanted 
to take stock of what successes the 
fraternity has achieved and what 
challenges  lie ahead
Please keep the councilors in your prayer 
as they begin their work.

SECULAR FRANCISCAN SAINT OF THE MONTH: 
! BLESSED ANGELINE OF MARSCIANO

Blessed Angeline founded the first 
community of Franciscan women other than 
Poor Clares to receive papal approval.

Angeline was born to the Duke of Marsciano 
(near Orvieto). She was 12 when her mother 
died. Three years later the young woman 
made a vow of perpetual chastity. That same 
year, however, she yielded to her father’s 
decision that she marry the Duke of 

Civitella. Her husband agreed to respect her 
previous vow.

When he died two years later, Angeline 
joined the Secular Franciscans and with 
several other women dedicated herself to 
caring for the sick, the poor, widows and 
orphans. When many other young women 
were attracted to Angeline’s community, 
some people accused her of condemning the 

Fraternity Calendar
Next Meeting:

July 14, 2013
1:00--Council Meeting
2:00--Fraternity Meeting
3:30--Social Time

Upcoming Meetings:
August 11, 2013
September 8, 2013
October 13, 2013
November 10, 2013
December 8, 2013

Re!eshments Schedule:
..............July: ! Andy

..........August:! Helene
...September:! Grazia

......October: ! Mary H.
....November:!  Joan K
....December:! Helene

Ongoing Formation:
For July, we will have 
time for prayer and 
reflection. Also, we will 
discuss the direction of 
ongoing formation 
during the fraternity 
meeting.

Le" to Right: Mary Hayes, Jan Anthony, Bernadette Butler,  Andy Sapp, Grazia Simon 
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married vocation. Legend has it that when she came 
before the King of Naples to answer these charges, she 
had burning coals hidden in the folds of her cloak. When 
she proclaimed her innocence and showed the king that 
these coals had not harmed her, he dropped the case.

Angeline and her companions later went to Foligno, where 
her community of Third Order sisters received papal 

approval in 1397. She soon established 15 similar 
communities of women in other Italian cities.

Angeline died on July 14, 1435, and was beatified in 1825.

[From “Saint of the Day” at americancatholic.org]

BLESSED ANGELINE OF MARSCIANO (CONT’D)

Well, FINALLY I’m getting out a newsletter. Let’s just 
chalk it up to a combination of my getting used to 
everything required of being a minister, wanting to make 
some changes to the newsletter format, and finishing up 
the end of the school year. Nevertheless, those are 
explanations and not excuses, so I ask everyone’s 
forgiveness and indulgence while I “get my feet on the 
ground.”
As noted above, Our Lady’s Fraternity satisfied the 
requirements laid out by the National Fraternity and the St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary Region, and so we remain an active 
and viable part of the Secular Franciscan family. However, 
like all fraternities, we need to look to the future. Our 
membership has been slowly declining, so we need to 
begin exploring ways in which we can share our Franciscan 
charism with others, trusting that the Holy Spirit will 
inspire some to begin the path to profession with us. The 
new council has been brainstorming ideas for outreach 
and evangelization, and I’m hoping to make this an 
ongoing topic of discussion for the whole fraternity. 
As we all know, prayer and ongoing formation lies at the 
heart of life in fraternity. I’d like to see us continue to 
keep our monthly prayer and meditation/reflection  
exercises at the beginning of each meeting. I’d also like to 
build in time for us to share our personal experiences with 
prayer, and not only what we do during the time we set 
aside for it each day. Let’s share how we follow Francis’ 
instruction to “pray always” in our day-to-day living, 
especially during those difficult moments that we all face. 
This can, I think, be particularly useful as we welcome 
new people interested in our fraternity.
We’ve had several discussions over the past months about 
how we “do” ongoing formation, and I think we need to 
continue having those. There are many forms that 
ongoing formation can take, of which following a book 

like The Franciscan Journey is only one. Let’s ask ourselves 
the question, “At this stage in the life of our fraternity, 
what should we be doing to educate, inspire, and challenge 
ourselves on our spiritual journey?”
The format of this newsletter is, shall we say, a draft. I 
want to make the newsletter a bit more informational. 
Please feel free to make suggestions and comments about 
what you like, don’t like, or would like to see included. 
The newsletter should serve the needs of the fraternity 
first and foremost.
Keep in mind, too, that we also have a website: 
ourladysfraternity.org. I’ll post the newsletter there as well 
as posting it in the mail. (The version I post on the 
website, however, will not have any last names or contact 
information for privacy reasons.) The website also has 
meeting dates & times, as well as links to Franciscan & 
Catholic resources. And, when the Spirit moves me, I’ll 
post either some personal reflections, articles or the 
writings of others that come across. I’d love to post some 
thoughts & reflections of other fraternity members--just 
let me know if you would like to contribute something.
Because it’s really the only way I know to run a meeting, 
I’m also going to include an agenda in the newsletter, on 
the website, and at the beginning of our meetings. Anyone 
can suggest an item for the agenda at any time, so please 
feel free. We can also change the agenda at any time.
And finally, I’d like to let everyone know that I feel very 
honored to have been chosen as your minister for the next 
three years. I have a lot to learn and large shoes to fill. My 
hope is that I can be as faithful a servant to the fraternity 
as those who have come before me. Please pray for me, 
and don’t hesitate to help guide me. 
(Oh, yes: I promise my column will not be nearly this long 
in the future.)

ANDY’S COLUMN:
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In your prayers, please remember...

• the deceased members of our fraternity
• our brothers & sisters who are ill or grieving,
• our families and friends

PRAYER REQUESTS:

This morning, in light of the Word of God that we 
have heard, I want to say a few words that, above all, 
provoke the conscience of all, pushing us to reflect and 
to change certain attitudes in concrete ways.

“Adam, where are you?” This is the first question 
that God addresses to man after sin. “Where are you 
Adam?” Adam is disoriented and has lost his place in 
creation because he thought to become powerful, to 
dominate everything, to be God. And harmony was 
broken, the man erred – and this is repeated even in 
relations with his neighbour, who is no longer a brother 
to be loved, but simply someone who disturbs my life, 
my well-being. And God puts the second question: 
“Cain, where is your brother?” The dream of being 
powerful, of being as great as God, even of being God, 
leads to a chain of errors that is a chain of death, leads 
to shedding the blood of the brother!

These two questions resonate even today, with all 
their force! So many of us, even including myself, are 
disoriented, we are no longer attentive to the world in 
which we live, we don’t care, we don’t protect that 
which God has created for all, and we are unable to 

care for one another. And when this disorientation 
assumes worldwide dimensions, we arrive at tragedies 
like the one we have seen.

“Where is your brother?” the voice of his blood 
cries even to me, God says. This is not a question 
addressed to others: it is a question addressed to me, to 
you, to each one of us. These our brothers and sisters 

As we all know, our country has been embroiled in a lengthy and often ugly debate 
about immigration policy. I have often asked myself what Francis would have to say 
about the state of our current debate. I can’t help but wonder if he would have 
reminded us to begin with Christ’s words, “When I was a stranger, you welcomed me 
in” (Mt 25:35). Our Franciscan call seems best summed up in a statement by the 
Fransciscan Friars of the Holy Name Province:

“At the heart of the Franciscan engagement in immigration reform is the call from St. Francis to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus by being “pilgrims and strangers;” that is, people of prayer who are always migrating, always on 
the move. St. Francis, in contemplating the life of Christ, saw Jesus in this light - as one who was always on the 
move, and with the people. Thus, at our core, the Franciscan sensibility draws us to immigrants, to welcome them 
with hospitality and without question or judgment. Of course, this response cannot solely be expressed through 
service; rather it requires public conversion, a change of the public heart, and action. Another word for “public 
conversion” is advocacy.” 
[http://www.stfrncis.org/Ministry/Franciscan%20Action%20And%20Advocacy-534-Immigration%20Reform/]

On July 8th, The Holy Father celebrated mass on the island of Lampedusa, where Italy holds migrants, primarily from 
North Africa, while considering their cases. Pope Francis speaks directly to the “globalization of indifference” that has lead 
to so much hostility towards and suffering of migrants. 
Following his the text of his homily:

THIS MONTH’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT:

[http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-on-lampedusa-the-
globalization-of-indifferenc]

Upcoming Events
Franciscan Day

August 24th, 2013
St. Anthony Monastery, 
Kennebunk ME
For reservations for call :
Franciscan Guest House
26 Beach Avenue, 
Kennebunk, Maine
(207) 967-4865

http://www.stfrncis.org/Ministry/Franciscan%20Action%20And%20Advocacy-534-Immigration%20Reform/
http://www.stfrncis.org/Ministry/Franciscan%20Action%20And%20Advocacy-534-Immigration%20Reform/
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-on-lampedusa-the-globalization-of-indifferenc
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-on-lampedusa-the-globalization-of-indifferenc
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-on-lampedusa-the-globalization-of-indifferenc
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-on-lampedusa-the-globalization-of-indifferenc
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seek to leave difficult situations in order to find a little 
serenity and peace, they seek a better place for 
themselves and for their families – but they found 
death. How many times to those who seek this not find 
understanding, do not find welcome, do not find 
solidarity! And their voices rise up even to God! And 
once more to you, the residents of Lampedusa, thank 
you for your solidarity! I recently heard one of these 
brothers. Before arriving here, he had passed through 
the hands of traffickers, those who exploit the poverty 
of others; these people for whom the poverty of others 
is a source of income. What they have suffered! And 
some have been unable to arrive!

“Where is your brother?” Who is responsible for 
this blood? In Spanish literature there is a play by Lope 
de Vega that tells how the inhabitants of the city of 
Fuente Ovejuna killed the Governor because he was a 
tyrant, and did it in such a way that no one knew who 
had carried out the execution. And when the judge of 
the king asked “Who killed the Governor?” they all 
responded, “Fuente Ovejuna, sir.” All and no one! Even 
today this question comes with force: Who is 
responsible for the blood of these brothers and sisters? 
No one! We all respond this way: not me, it has nothing 
to do with me, there are others, certainly not me. But 
God asks each one of us: “Where is the blood of your 
brother that cries out to me?” Today no one in the 
world feels responsible for this; we have lost the sense 
of fraternal responsibility; we have fallen into the 
hypocritical attitude of the priest and of the servant of 
the altar that Jesus speaks about in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan: We look upon the brother half dead 
by the roadside, perhaps we think “poor guy,” and we 
continue on our way, it’s none of our business; and we 
feel fine with this. We feel at peace with this, we feel 
fine! The culture of well-being, that makes us think of 
ourselves, that makes us insensitive to the cries of 
others, that makes us live in soap bubbles, that are 
beautiful but are nothing, are illusions of futility, of the 
transient, that brings indifference to others, that brings 
even the globalization of indifference. In this world of 
globalization we have fallen into a globalization of 
indifference. We are accustomed to the suffering of 
others, it doesn’t concern us, it’s none of our business.

The figure of the Unnamed of Manzoni returns. 
The globalization of indifference makes us all 
“unnamed,” leaders without names and without faces.

“Adam, where are you?” “Where is your brother?” 
These are the two questions that God puts at the 
beginning of the story of humanity, and that He also 
addresses to the men and women of our time, even to 

us. But I want to set before us a third question: “Who 
among us has wept for these things, and things like 
this?” Who has wept for the deaths of these brothers 
and sisters? Who has wept for the people who were on 
the boat? For the young mothers carrying their babies? 
For these men who wanted something to support their 
families? We are a society that has forgotten the 
experience of weeping, of “suffering with”: the 
globalization of indifference has taken from us the 
ability to weep! In the Gospel we have heard the cry, 
the plea, the great lament: “Rachel weeping for her 
children . . . because they are no more.” Herod sowed 
death in order to defend his own well-being, his own 
soap bubble. And this continues to repeat itself. Let us 
ask the Lord to wipe out [whatever attitude] of Herod 
remains in our hears; let us ask the Lord for the grace 
to weep over our indifference, to weep over the cruelty 
in the world, in ourselves, and even in those who 
anonymously make socio-economic decisions that open 
the way to tragedies like this. “Who has wept?” Who in 
today’s world has wept?

O Lord, in this Liturgy, a Liturgy of repentance, we 
ask forgiveness for the indifference towards so many 
brothers and sisters, we ask forgiveness for those who 
are pleased with themselves, who are closed in on their 
own well-being in a way that leads to the anaesthesia of 
the heart, we ask you, Father, for forgiveness for those 
who with their decisions at the global level have created 
situations that lead to these tragedies. Forgive us, Lord!

O Lord, even today let us hear your questions: 
“Adam, where are you?” “Where is the blood of your 
brother?” Amen.

THIS MONTH’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT (CONT’D):

St. Frances Xavier “Mother” 
Cabrini (1850-1917) is the 
patron saint of immigrants. 
She worked on her family’s 
farm in Lombardi, Italy, 
until a priest asked her to 
teach in a girls’ school. After 
six years, she founded The 
Missionary Sisters Of the 
Sacred Heart. At the urging 
of Pope Leo XIII, she came 
to the US with six nuns in 
1889 to work with Italian 
immigrants. She eventually 
founded schools, hospitals, 
and, orphanages, not only in the US but England, France, 
Spain, and South America. She was canonized in 1946, the 
first US citizen elevated to sainthood.
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July August

11th:	
Memorial of St. Benedict, Abbot

14th:	
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

15th:	
Memorial of St. Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the Church

21st:	
 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

22nd:	
Memorial of St. Mary Magdalene

25th:	
Feast of St. James, Apostle

26th:	
Memorial of Sts Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

28th:	
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

29th:	
Memorial of St. Martha

31st: Memorial of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

1st:	
 Memorial of St. Alphonsus, Bishop, Doctor of the Church

4th: 	
 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

6th:	
Feast of the Transfiguration

8th: 	
 Memorial of St. Dominic, Priest

10th:	
Feast of St. Lawrence, Deacon, Martyr

11th Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

14th:	
Memorial of St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr

15th:	
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

18th: 	
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

20th: Memorial of St. Bernard,  Abbot, Doctor of the Church

21st:	
Memorial of St. Pius X, Pope

22nd: Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

24th:	
Feast of St. Bartholomew, Apostle

25th:	
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

27th: Memorial of St. Monica

LITURGICAL CALENDAR:

Agenda for July 14:

2:00! Opening Prayer
! Prayer & Meditation

- Discussion & Sharing
! Formation Topic TBA

- Discuss Formation Ideas
~ 3:00! Business:

- Council Report 
-  Business Items 
- Outreach/Evangelism

~ 3:30! Social Time

Please feel free to suggest changes to the 
agenda at the beginning of the meeting. 
Also don’t hesitate to suggest discussion 
topics or other agenda items for future 
meetings. 

Contact Information:

• John, Spirtual Director:
• Andy Sapp, Minister: 978-930-4731

anpasa@me.com
• Grazia, Vice Minister:

• Jan, Secretary:

• Mary, Treasurer:

• Bernadette, Formation Director

Please send correspondences to either...
• Andy Sapp

North Billerica, MA 0-1862-3070

FRATERNITY BUSINESS:

mailto:anpasa@me.com
mailto:anpasa@me.com
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Andrew Sapp OFS

North Billerica, MA 01862-3070


