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Our Lady’s Fraternity
OF THE ORDER OF FRANCISCANS SECULAR

SECULAR FRANCISCAN SAINT OF THE MONTH: 
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY (NOVEMBER 17)

Fraternity Calendar
Next Meeting:

December 8, 2013 
1:00--Council Meeting
2:00--Fraternity Meeting
3:30--Social Time

Prayer/Meditation: Charlie 
Refreshments: Joan K

Upcoming Meetings:
January 12, 2014
February 9, 2014
March 9, 2014
April--TBA
May--

Refreshments Schedule:
......December:! Helene

............January! Andy
..........February! Katie

............March ! Charley
................April! Bernadette

Monthly Prayer/Mediation
......December:! Helene

............January! Jan
..........February! Andy

..............March! Grazia
................April! Andy

Ongoing Formation:
TBA

"God uses broken things. It takes broken soil to 
produce a crop, broken clouds to give rain, broken 
grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. It 
is the broken alabaster box that gives forth perfume."

- Vance Havner

In 1207 a daughter was born to pious King Andrew II of Hungary. She received the 
name of Elizabeth in baptism. The child was so lovable that the wealthy landgrave of 
Thuringia and Hesse sought her as the bride of his eldest son Louis. His request was 
granted, and a solemn embassy went to get Elizabeth, then only three years old, so 
that she could be raised at her future husband's castle.

The two children loved each other like brother and sister, and vied with each other in 
acts of piety and charity. Those who beheld Elizabeth at prayer might well have 
believed they saw an angel. Her greatest joy was to give things to the poor. When she 
grew a little older, she visited the poor and the sick, and waited on them with as 
much reverence as if she were serving Christ Himself.

The proud dowager Landgravine Sophia was displeased with Elizabeth's conduct and 
endeavored to talk her son into sending Elizabeth back to Hungary and choosing a 
bride of more princely ways. But Louis was aware of the treasure he possessed in 
Elizabeth. Succeeding his father at the age of 18 he took over the government and 
married Elizabeth. Their marriage was unusually happy, and Louis gave his wife full 
liberty to do all the good her heart desired.

At Eisenach Elizabeth built a large hospital. During a famine she daily fed nine 
hundred needy people. The story is told that once when she was on her way with her 
cloak full of good things for her dear poor and sick, she met her husband, who 
teasingly blocked her path until she would show him what she was carrying away this 
time. How astonished was he to behold fresh, fragrant roses in midwinter. Reverently 
he permitted his spouse to go on her charitable way.

When Louis was away, it was Elizabeth's duty to take over the regency, and this she 
did with great prudence and care. Whatever spare time she had, she spent on the 
poor, the sick, and especially the lepers. It is related that once she took in a little 
leper boy whom no one cared to have about, and after caring for him as if he were her 
own child, placed him in the royal bed. But Louis returned unexpectedly at this time, 
and the angry dowager ran to tell him what Elizabeth had done and how she would 
surely cause him to be infected. Quite stirred, Louis went to the bed and tore aside 
the covers. But he was amazed and moved to tears when he beheld there the form of 
the Crucified. Turning to his wife he said, "Dear Elizabeth, you may always receive 
guests like that. I shall even thank you for it."
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SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY (CONT’D)
But Elizabeth, too, was to be tried by the crucible of 
suffering. Emperor Frederick II set out on a crusade to the 
Holy Land in 1227, and pious Landgrave Louis joined the 
expedition. But he died on the way, in southern Italy. 
When the news reached Thuringia, Louis' brothers rose 
up against Elizabeth. She was driven out of the palace; 
only two faithful maids went with her. In Eisenach the 
people dared not give her shelter fearing the resentment 
of the new masters. It was midwinter and night was at 
hand. The daughter of a king, a widowed princess, with 
four little children, the youngest scarcely 2 months old was 
completely destitute and homeless.

A man finally offered her shelter in a stable. Grateful for 
the kindness. Elizabeth thought of how the Son of God on 
coming down from heaven, was refused admittance at all 
doors of Bethlehem and found refuge in a stable. The 
thought filled her with greater joy than she had ever 
experienced in her palace. At midnight, when the bells of 
the nearby Franciscan convent, which she had built, 
announced the chanting of the Divine Office, she begged 
the friars to sing the Te Deum in thanksgiving for the 
favor that she and her children were made so like Jesus.

With her faithful servants, Elizabeth now arranged things 
as best she could. She spun flax for a livelihood, saving 
something from the meager income to give to the poor.

Later Elizabeth was reinstated in the Wartberg, and 
Emperor Frederick II, whose wife had died, asked her 
hand in marriage. But Elizabeth had so learned to love 
poverty and seclusion that she had no desire for worldly 
greatness. Her children were given the education due to 
princes, but she and her two maids repaired to a small 
house near the Franciscan church in Marburg. Elizabeth 
had joined the Third Order of St. Francis during the 
lifetime of her husband. Indeed, she was the first member 
in Germany, and received a message from St. Francis 
himself. Now, vested with the habit and the cord, she led a 
quiet religious life, meanwhile nursing the sick in the 
hospitals, and submitting her whole life to the direction of 
the learned and devout Friar Conrad.

Our Lord announced to her that He would soon call her to 
heaven. She told her Father Confessor, who had fallen 
seriously ill, that he would recover, but that she would die 
soon. Within 4 days she became ill, and was prepared for 
her final hour by her confessor, who had recovered.

Elizabeth was admitted into heaven on November 19, 1231, 
when she was only 24 years old. The miracles that took 
place at her tomb were so numerous that Pope Gregory 
IX canonized her already in 1235. She is the special 
patroness of the sisters of the Third Order Secular of St. 
Francis, and also of some religious sisterhoods of the Third 

Order Regular. Pope Leo XIII placed all charitable 
organizations of women under her patronage.

ON NOBILITY OF SOUL
1. Consider how noble Elizabeth was by birth: the 
daughter of a king, the wife of a prince who governed a 
beautiful and wealthy country. But nobility of soul meant 
more to her who was God's child, destined to serve the 
Most High here on earth, and to be an heir of the 
heavenly kingdom. Filled with the spirit of God, Elizabeth 
appreciated her dignity from childhood on. She found her 
sweetest delight in being united with God by prayer and 
pious practices, and her favorite occupation was to serve 
God in His poor and sick members. She did this with such 
holy sentiments that our Lord deigned to take the place of 
the leper she was nursing. She was always aware of the 
nobility of her own soul and acted accordingly. -- Is your 
soul not equally noble? Are your sentiments and conduct 
in keeping with your nobility?
2. Many people believe that the way to maintain their 
dignity is by proud and domineering manners and by 
exterior pomp and finery. Elizabeth thought otherwise. 
She looked upon vain pomp as a form of slavery in which 
the soul basely serves the detestable vice of pride, the sin 
through which our first parents lost their nobility in 
Paradise. The Son of God gave His own blood to atone for 
that sin; and only by means of that royal purple have we 
been restored to the position of children of God. That is 
why Elizabeth loathed everything that savored of pride, 
always remaining as humble and submissive as a child. -- 
Do you permit the nobility of your soul to be sullied by 
pride and vanity?
3. Consider how almighty God prepares the soul, which 
He has endowed with such nobility, for its destiny in 
eternity. In company with all the angels and saints the soul 
is to enjoy the most intimate union with God. That is why 
God permits many trials and hardships to come upon 
human beings, so that their fidelity may be proved and 
everything unworthy may first be removed. But he who 
tries to escape the test of the cross and seeks sensual 
pleasures makes himself unworthy of nobility of soul and 
exposes himself to the danger of losing it. He who wants 
to be faithful to God but submits only imperfectly to His 
ordinances must pass through a severe purification in 
purgatory before he can enter heaven. Only the soul that 
has been thoroughly purified here on earth can be 
admitted to heaven immediately after death. When 
Elizabeth departed from this life, her soul was radiant in 
the full brilliance of its nobility. In trials she had thanked 
God in the words of the Te Deum; and then she submitted 
to the strict guidance of a confessor who completed the 
preparation of her soul for heaven. -- While there is time, 
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It’s early November and that means the last of autumn’s leaves, the first frosts, and 
that “drawing in” feeling (to use my mother’s phrase) that heralds the end of fall and 
the approach of winter. It also means that Christmas has now been in the stores for 
almost a month. Even materialists for whom Christmas is nothing more than a day 
off bemoan the fact that Christmas marketing seems to begin earlier and earlier 
every year. For those of us who feel the sacredness of The Nativity of Our Lord, it 
always seems proof yet again of how far our society has moved from the “true 
meaning of Christmas.” But this isn’t going to be yet another lament; rather, I want 
to put a positive spin on the appearance of Christmas several months before 
December 25th.

Several days before Halloween I was at the local Stop and Shop and saw two young 
employees moving the halloween decorations and candy off the shelves. They were 
replacing them with, predictably, Christmas-y decorations, candy, and cheap toys; 
however, my usual snarkiness gave away rather suddenly. I remembered the lines 
from the end of Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol that the transformed Ebenezer 
Scrooge he “will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.” The 
seemingly too-soon appearance of Christmas in the stores reminded me of the Christmas story that we all hold so closely 
in our hearts and, hopefully, honor all year. 

Yes, yes, the crass commercialism behind Christmas displays has little to do with The Incarnation. But haven’t we lived 
with that all our lives? And despite that, how many of us look past the materialist Christmas to the love, promise, and 
hope that is embodied in the Nativity? Perhaps we can take the secular, shallow Christmas as a sort of icon--something 
that on the surface is two-dimensional and unreal, but that acts as a window into a deeper reality. Perhaps, upon seeing 
the tinsel and glitter at the check-out counter, we can offer up a brief prayer of thanks for the truly awe-some mystery of 
God made human.

ANDY’S COLUMN:

Upcoming Events
St. Anthony Shrine 

Anniversary Mass for the 
Deceased in memory of John 

F. Kennedy
November 22nd, all masses

If you know of any events that 
might be of interest to our fraternity 
(in your parish, for example), please 
feel free to pass them along to Andy 

for inclusion in upcoming 
newsletters.

In your prayers, please remember…

• Our sisters and brothers and all the 
people affected by the typhoon in the 
Philippines.

• the deceased members of our 
fraternity

• our brothers & sisters who are ill or 
grieving,

• our families and friends

• our fraternity, that we may receive new 
vocations

• our retired brothers and sisters
• those who must live with aftermath of 

violence
• the poor and vulnerable in our 

communities
• Andy, for continued health concerns

PRAYER REQUESTS

prepare your soul so that, when you die, it may be ready 
for heaven.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Enlighten, O God of mercy, the hearts of the faithful, and 
through the prayers of St. Elizabeth, do Thou cause us to 
think little of worldly prosperity and ever to be gladdened 

by the consolation which is of heaven. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
from THE FRANCISCAN BOOK OF SAINTS
edited by Marion Habig, ofm
Copyright 1959 Franciscan Herald Press
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/saints/november.html#7

SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY (CONT’D)

http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/saints/november.html#7
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/saints/november.html#7
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At 4 pm on the Solemnity of All Saints, the Holy Father 
celebrated Mass at the entrance of Rome’s Cemetery of 
Verano, and then led a special prayer for the deceased 
and the blessing of the tombs. 

Here is the text of the homily prepared for the day.

* * *

At this hour, before sunset, we recollect ourselves in 
this cemetery and think of our future; we think of all 
those who have gone from us, who have preceded us 
in life and are in the Lord.

The vision of Heaven that we heard in the First 
Reading is so beautiful: the Lord God, beauty, 
goodness, truth, tenderness, and fullness of love. All 
this awaits us. Those who have preceded us and died 
in the Lord are there. They proclaim that they were not 
saved by their works – they also did good works – but 
they were saved by the Lord: “Salvation belongs to 
our God who is upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” (Revelation 7:10). He it is who saves us, he it is 
who at the end of our life takes us by the hand as a 
father, precisely to that Heaven where are forbearers 
are. One of the elders asks a question: “Who are 
these, clothed in white robes, and whence have they 
come?” (v. 13). Who are these righteous ones, these 
saints who are in Heaven? The answer: “These are 
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb” (v. 14).

We can only enter into Heaven thanks to the blood of 
the Lamb, thanks to the blood of Christ. It is in fact the 
blood of Christ which has justified us, which has 
opened to us the doors of Heaven. And if today we 
remember these our brothers and sisters who have 
preceded us in life and are in Heaven, it is because 
they were washed in the blood of Christ. This is our 
hope: the hope of the blood of Christ! A hope that 
does not disappoint. If we walk in life with the Lord, he 
never disappoints!

In the Second Reading we heard what the Apostle 
John said to his disciples: “See what love the Father 
has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does 
not know us …. We are God’s children now; it does 
not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is” (1 John 3:1-2). To see God, to be like 
God: this is our hope. And today, precisely in the day 

of the Saints and before the day of the Dead, it is 
necessary to think a bit of hope: this hope that 
supports us in life. The first Christians depicted hope 
with an anchor, as if life were the anchor thrown onto 
the shore of Heaven and all of us walking towards that 
shore, grasping the cord of the anchor. This is a 
beautiful image of hope: to have the heart anchored 
there, where are forbearers are, where the Saints are, 
where Jesus is, where God is. This is the hope that 
does not disappoint; today and tomorrow are days of 
hope.

Hope is a bit like leaven, which enlarges your soul; 
there are difficult moments in life, but with hope the 
soul goes forward and looks at what awaits us. Today 
is a day of hope. Our brothers and sisters are in the 
presence of God and we also will be there, by pure 
grace of the Lord, if we walk on the path of Jesus. The 
Apostle John concludes: “And every one who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (v. 3). 
Hope also purifies us, it enlarges us; this purification in 
hope in Jesus Christ makes us go in haste, quickly. In 
this, today’s pre-sunset, each one of us can think of 
the sunset of his/her life: “How will my sunset be?” All 
of us will have a sunset, all of us! Do I look at it with 
hope? Do I look at it with that joy of being received by 
the Lord? This is a Christian thought, which gives us 
peace. Today is a day of joy, but of a serene, tranquil 
joy, the joy of peace. We think of the sunset of so 
many brothers and sisters who have preceded us, we 
think of our sunset, when it will happen. And we think 
of our heart and ask ourselves: “Where is my heart 
anchored?” If it is not well anchored, let us anchor it 
there, on that shore, knowing that hope does not 
disappoint because the Lord Jesus does not 
disappoint.

[At the end of the Mass, after the blessing of the 
tombs, the Holy Father prayed for migrants who have 
lost their lives:]

I would also like to pray in a special way for these 
brothers and sisters that have died in these days while 
they sought a liberation, a more worthy life. We have 
seen the photographs, the cruelty of the desert; we 
saw the sea where so many were drowned. Let us 
pray for them. And let us also pray for those who were 
saved, and at this moment are in so many posts of 
hospitality, crowded, hoping that the legal practices 
are speeded up so that they can go somewhere else, 
more comfortable, in other centers of hospitality.

POPE FRANCIS' HOMILY AT ROMAN CEMETERY ON FEAST OF ALL SAINTS
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FRATERNITY BUSINESS:

Agenda for November 17th:

2:00! Opening Prayer
! Prayer & Meditation

- Discussion & Sharing
! Formation Topic TBA
~ 3:00! Business:

- Council Report 
-  Business Items 
- Outreach/Evangelism

~ 3:30! Social Time

Please feel free to suggest changes to the 
agenda at the beginning of the meeting. Also 
don’t hesitate to suggest discussion topics or 
other agenda items for future meetings. 

Contact Information:

• John Finneran, Spirtual Director: 978-682-1439
• Andy Sapp, Minister: 978-930-4731

asappofs@gmail.com
• Grazia, Vice Minister
• Jan Anthony, Secretary
• Mary, Treasurer
• Bernadette, Formation Director

Please send correspondences to either...
• Andy Sapp

260 Nashua Road
North Billerica, MA 0-1862-3070

1st:	
 All Saints: Holy Day of Obligation

2nd: 	
Commemoration Of All The Faithful Departed

3rd:	
 Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

4th:	
 St. Charles Borromeo, bishop, Third Order

7th: 	
 St. Didacus of Alcala, Third Order

9th:	
 Dedicatiion of the Lateran Basilica

10th:	
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

11th:	
St. Martin of Tours, bishop

12th: St. Josophat, bishop, martyr

13th:	
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, virgin, Third Order

15th: St. Albert the Great, bishop, Doctor of the Church

16th: St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude, virgin

17th:	
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

	
 St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Third Order

18th:	
Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts Peter and Paul; St. Rose 
Philippne Duchesne, Virgin; Bl. Salome, Third Order

21st:	
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

22nd: St. Cecilia, virgin and martyr

23rd:	
Blessed Virgin Mary; St. Clement I, pope, martyr; St. Columban, 
abbot; Bl. Miguel Agustin Pro, priest, martyr

24th: Our Lord Jesus, King of the Universe

25th: St. Catherine, virgin, martyr

28th: St. Andrew, apostle

LITURGICAL CALENDAR: NOVEMBER

A note on the calendar: I am primarily using the liturgical calendar published by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) for the newsletter’s 
calendar, which emphasizes feast days and memorials of major saints. Additionally, I am including memorials to other saints and blesseds using the “Saints” 
calendar published by Catholic Extension. Finally, I included saints and blesseds of the Order of Franciscans Secular and its predecessors.

Contributing to the newsletter:
Do you have a piece of writing, a prayer, an article, a photo--anything, really--that you’d like to share with the 
fraternity? Please let me know so that it can be included in the newsletter.

mailto:anpasa@me.com
mailto:anpasa@me.com
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Andrew Sapp OFS

260 Nashua Road

North Billerica, MA 01862-3070

Preach the Gospel always. When necessary, use words.

Chapter Two: The Way Of Life
7.United by their vocation as "brothers and sisters of penance" and motivated by 

the dynamic power of the gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to 
those of Christ by means of that radical interior change which the gospel calls 
"conversion." Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be carried 
out daily. 
On this road to renewal the sacrament of reconciliation is the privileged sign of 
the Father's mercy and the source of grace.

RULE OF THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER HIGHLIGHT FOR NOVEMBER:


