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Our Lady’s Fraternity
OF THE ORDER OF FRANCISCANS SECULAR

Fraternity Calendar 
Next Meeting:

June 14, 2014  
1:00--Council Meeting
2:00--Fraternity Meeting
3:30--Social Time

Prayer/Meditation: Grazia 
Refreshments: Joan K.
Ongoing Formation:

This month we’ll be finish 
watching Romero and 
discuss the film 
afterwards,time permitting. 

Upcoming Meetings:
July 12, 2015

Prayer/Meditation: Charlie 
Refreshments: Mary

August 8, 2015
Museum of Russian Icons visit

September 14, 2015
Prayer/Meditation: Bernadette 
Refreshments: Helene

October 18, 2015
Prayer/Meditation: Ginny 
Refreshments: Charlie

November 8, 2015
Prayer/Meditation & 

Refreshments: TBA
December 13, 2015

Prayer/Meditation & 
Refreshments: TBA

AND WHILE WE’RE ON THE TOPIC OF NEWSLETTERS…

So, many of you have no doubt been wondering what 
happened to the newsletters over the last several 
months. Two things have kept me from getting them 
out: my health and my perfectionism.
As you know, I had to leave my teaching career in May 
of last year due to the ongoing effects of my 2005 tour 
of duty in Iraq. I’ve had to wait over a year until (last 
week) the VA recognized my conditions and increased 
my disability rating. The toll that my conditions and 
the long, frustrating wait for my claim to be decided 
made for a difficult winter and spring for both me and 
my family. Like many of us living with ongoing 
problems, my energy went to keeping body and soul 

together, leaving little for much else. While I did begin writing newsletters 
each month, I never seemed to get enough done until it was time to start the 
next month’s. I probably should have scaled-back the newsletter to just two or 
four pages, but I have this streak of perfectionism that can get in the way if 
I’m not careful. I’ve wanted our newsletter to be both useful and informative, 
so I wind up reluctant to reduce it. Such is me.
As we start the summer, though, I find many of the issues have resolved 
themselves; I feel much more confident of returning to a normal schedule, 
and perhaps being able to do even more. Thank you all for your patience, 
prayers and kind thoughts.

In your prayers, please remember… 
• Ann Colombo, for healing
• Debbie A., for healing
• Bernadette, Bernadette’s daughter
• Our brother John, for healing & tenacity
• Our sister Kathleen, for healing &  peace of mind
• Our sister Charlotte and her family, for well being
• Bernice Regan, who passed away 12/1/14
• Katrina Prynski, who passed away 12/6/14
• Janine, Helene and Bernadette’s sister
• Karla, for faith in her future
• Anne, for strength
• Albert, Joan K’s brother, who passed away 1/4/15
• Hoby, Rob, Mike, Sean, Paul, and Ed, for healing 

and strength
• Peace, Hope, Faith, and Love in the world
• the deceased members of our fraternity
• our brothers & sisters who are ill or grieving
• our families and friends

• our fraternity, that we may receive new vocations
• our retired brothers and sisters
• those who must live with aftermath of violence
• the poor and vulnerable in our communities
• an increase in feelings of charity and compassion 

within our society
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Thanksgivings: 
• for God
• Katie, for all your prayers during my illness
• Bob M’s successful surgery
• Inge’s successful surgery

• Ann, for her father Walter’s continued good health
• Andy, for all the kindness and support during the 

past year
• Andy, for his children, their strength, courage, and 

perseverance

If you would like to add to our list of prayer intentions and/or thanksgivings but are not going to be at the monthly meetings, 
please let Andy know at either asappofs@gmail.com or 978-930-4731. 

ONGOING FORMATION: ROMERO

March 14, 1980
Let no one be offended because we use the divine words read at our mass to shed light on the social, political 
and economic situation of our people. Not to do so would be unchristian. Christ desires to unite himself with 
humanity, so that the light he brings from God might become life for nations and individuals.
I know many are shocked by this preaching and want to accuse us of forsaking the gospel for politics. But I 
reject this accusation. I am trying to bring to life the message of the Second Vatican Council and the meetings 
at Medellin and Puebla. The documents from these meetings should not just be studied theoretically. They 
should be brought to life and translated into the real struggle to preach the gospel as it should be for our 
people. Each week I go about the country listening to the cries of the people, their pain from so much crime, 
and the ignominy of so much violence. Each week I ask the Lord to give me the right words to console, to 
denounce, to call for repentance. And even though I may be a voice crying in the desert, I know that the 
church is making the effort to fulfill its mission....
Every country lives its own "exodus"; today El Salvador is living its own exodus. Today we are passing to our 
liberation through a desert strewn with bodies and where anguish and pain are devastating us. Many suffer the 
temptation of those who walked with Moses and wanted to turn back and did not work together. It is the same 

At our May fraternity meeting, we began watching Romero, a film dramatizing the life of 
Óscar Romero, from his appointment as Archbishop of San Salvador, El Salvador, until his 
assassination while saying mass on March 24, 1980 (the first Catholic bishop killed in a 
church since Thomas à Becket in 1179). Archbishop Romero was declared a martyr on 
February 3rd of this year, and he was beatified by Pope Francis on May 23rd. Although 
Archbishop Romero was not a Franciscan, he lived his final years in a way familiar to 
Franciscans: service to the poor, marginalized, and oppressed, rooted in the gospels, 
especially Christ’s own words. Archbishop Romero’s death reminds us that there are times 
when living out a gospel life places one into  conflict with the world of secular politics and 
social controversy. Thankfully, we don’t live in a time of civil war, but we do find ourselves in 
a society struggling with intolerance, violence, divisiveness, hatred, poverty, and injustice. 
Looking at the archbishop’s story gives us the opportunity to see our own struggles by the 
light of someone who remained faithful to the end.

As a bit of background, Archbishop Romero was appointed archbishop of San Salvador, El Salvador in 1977, a time of 
rising conflict between the the military-ruled government, backed by a relatively small number of wealthy and 
powerful people, and the majority of ordinary working El Salvadorans who had begun challenging them. Archbishop 
Romero asked himself, “Between the powerful and the wealthy, and the poor and vulnerable, who should a pastor 
side with? I have no doubts. A pastor should stay with his people.” This earned him the hatred of the powerful, who 
began sending him death threats soon after he was appointed; even though he called for reconciliation and reform, 
he never stopped denouncing the injustices experienced by all the people, whether the violence came from the 
political right or left. In the end, it was a bullet from a right-wing death squad that attempted to silence him.
Following in one of Archbishop Romero’s last homilies, delivered ten days before his assassination in which we can 
hear his steadfast determination to walk in the light of the Christ.

R
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temptation of those who walked with Moses and wanted to turn back and did not work together. It is the 
same old story. God, however, wants to save the people by making a new history....
History will not fail; God sustains it. That is why I say that insofar as historical projects attempt to reflect the 
eternal plan of God, to that extent they reflect the kingdom of God. This attempt is the work of the church. 
Because of this, the church, the people of God in history, is not attached to any one social system, to any 
political organization, to any party. The church does not identify herself with any of those forces because she 
is the eternal pilgrim of history and is indicating at every historical moment what reflects the kingdom of 
God and what does not reflect the kingdom of God. She is the servant of the Kingdom of God.
The great task of Christians must be to absorb the spirit of God's kingdom and, with souls filled with the 
kingdom of God, to work on the projects of history. It's fine to be organized in popular groups; it's all right to 
form political parties; it's all right to take part in the government. It's fine as long as you are a christian who 
carries the reflection of the kingdom of God and tries to establish it where you are working, and as long as 
you are not being used to further worldly ambitions. This is the great duty of the people of today. My dear 
Christians, I have always told you, and I will repeat, that the true liberators of our people must come from us 
Christians, from the people of God. Any historical plan that's not based on what we spoke of in the first point
—the dignity of the human being, the love of God, the kingdom of Christ among people—will be a fleeting 
project. Your project, however, will grow in stability the more it reflects the eternal design of God. It will be a 
solution of the common good of the people every time, if it meets the needs of the people.... Now I invite you 
to look at things through the eyes of the church, which is trying to be the kingdom of God on earth and so 
often must illuminate the realities of our national situation.
We have lived through a tremendously tragic week. I could not give you the facts before, but a week ago last 
Saturday, on 15 March, one of the largest and most distressing military operations was carried out in the 
countryside. The villages affected were La Laguna, Plan de Ocotes and El Rosario. The operation brought 
tragedy: a lot of ranches were burned, there was looting, and—inevitably—people were killed. In La Laguna, 
the attackers killed a married couple, Ernesto Navas and Audelia Mejia de Navas, their little children, Martin 
and Hilda, thirteen and seven years old, and eleven more peasants.
Other deaths have been reported, but we do not know the names of the dead. In Plan de Ocotes, two 
children and four peasants were killed, including two women. In El Rosario, three more peasants were killed. 
That was last Saturday.
Last Sunday, the following were assassinated in Arcatao by four members of ORDEN: peasants Marcelino 
Serrano, Vincente Ayala, twenty-four years old, and his son, Freddy. That same day, Fernando Hernandez 
Navarro, a peasant, was assassinated in Galera de Jutiapa, when he fled from the military.
Last Monday, 17 March, was a tremendously violent day. Bombs exploded in the capital as well as in the 
interior of the country. The damage was very substantial at the headquarters of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
The campus of the national university was under armed siege from dawn until 7 P.M. Throughout the day, 
constant bursts of machine-gun fire were heard in the university area. The archbishop's office intervened to 
protect people who found themselves caught inside.
On the Hacienda Colima, eighteen persons died, at least fifteen of whom were peasants. The administrator 
and the grocer of the ranch also died. The armed forces confirmed that there was a confrontation. A film of 
the events appeared on TV, and many analyzed interesting aspects of the situation.
At least fifty people died in serious incidents that day: in the capital, seven persons died in events at the 
Colonia Santa Lucia; on the outskirts of Tecnillantas, five people died; and in the area of the rubbish dump, 
after the evacuation of the site by the military, were found the bodies of four workers who had been captured 
in that action.
Sixteen peasants died in the village of Montepeque, thirty-eight kilometers along the road to Suchitoto. That 
same day, two students at the University of Central America were captured in Tecnillantas: Mario Nelson and 
Miguel Alberto Rodriguez Velado, who were brothers. The first one, after four days of illegal detention, was 
handed over to the courts. Not so his brother, who was wounded and is still held in illegal detention. Legal 

ONGOING FORMATION: ROMERO (CONT’D)
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Amnesty International issued a press release in which it described the repression of the peasants, especially in the 
area of Chalatenango. The week's events confirm this report in spite of the fact the government denies it. As I 
entered the church, I was given a cable that says, "Amnesty International confirmed today [that was yesterday] 
that in El Salvador human rights are violated to extremes that have not been seen in other countries." That is what 
Patricio Fuentes (spokesman for the urgent action section for Central America in Swedish Amnesty International) 
said at a press conference in Managua, Nicaragua.
Fuentes confirmed that, during two weeks of investigations he carried out in El Salvador, he was able to establish 
that there had been eighty-three political assassinations between 10 and 14 March. He pointed out that Amnesty 
International recently condemned the government of El Salvador, alleging that it was responsible for six hundred 
political assassinations. The Salvadorean government defended itself against the charges, arguing that Amnesty 
International based its condemnation on unproved assumptions.
Fuentes said that Amnesty had established that in El Salvador human rights are violated to a worse degree than 
the repression in Chile after the coupe d'etat. The Salvadorean government also said that the six hundred dead 
were the result of armed confrontations between army troops and guerrillas. Fuentes said that during his stay u l 
El Salvador, he could see that the victims had been tortured before their deaths and mutilated afterward.
The spokesman of Amnesty International said that the victims' bodies characteristically appeared with the 
thumbs tied behind their backs. Corrosive liquids had been applied to the corpses to prevent identification of the 
victims by their relatives and to prevent international condemnation, the spokesman added. Nevertheless, the 
bodies were exhumed and the dead have been identified. Fuentes said that the repression carried out by the 
Salvadorean army was aimed at breaking the popular organizations through the assassination of their leaders in 
both town and country.
According to the spokesman of Amnesty International, at least three thousand five hundred peasants have fled 
from their homes to the capital to escape persecution. "We have complete lists in London and Sweden of young 
children and women who have been assassinated for being organized," Fuentes stated....
I would like to make a special appeal to the men of the army, and specifically to the ranks of the National Guard, 
the police and the military. Brothers, you come from our own people. You are killing your own brother peasants 
when any human order to kill must be subordinate to the law of God which says, "Thou shalt not kill." No soldier 
is obliged to obey an order contrary to the law of God. No one has to obey an immoral law. It is high time you 
recovered your consciences and obeyed your consciences rather than a sinful order. The church, the defender of 
the rights of God, of the law of God, of human dignity, of the person, cannot remain silent before such an 
abomination. We want the government to face the fact that reforms are valueless if they are to be carried out at 
the cost of so much blood. In the name of God, in the name of this suffering people whose cries rise to heaven 
more loudly each day, I implore you, I beg you, I order you in the name of God: stop the repression.
The church preaches your liberation just as we have studied it in the holy Bible today. It is a liberation that has, 
above all else, respect for the dignity of the person, hope for humanity's common good, and the transcendence 
that looks before all to God and only from God derives its hope and its strength.

Some things to consider… 

• Most of remember the international tensions in the late seventies and early eighties and the conflicts in Central 
America. Our country’s participation—support, intervention, assistance, meddling, etc.—has caused a great deal of 
controversy both then and now. How should we as Christians, Catholics, and Franciscans respond to such things? 
What do we see in the gospels to guide us?

• Archbishop Romero took to heart the belief, reaffirmed by Vatican II, that the poor, marginalized, and oppressed 
occupy a special place in Christian thinking and action. Does his witness still have meaning today? How do we 
respond to the needs of the poor in our society? 

• One of the reasons that Archbishop Romero’s cause took so long to reach beatification is whether he could be 
considered a martyr (which side-steps the need for miracles before canonization takes place). Traditionally, martyrs’s 
sacrifices were seen as standing up to the hatred of our faith, but Archbishop Romero stood in opposition to people 
who considered themselves good Catholics, including ordained clergy. How do we deal with our Christian brothers 
and sisters who engage in morally questionable—or simply immoral—behaviors?
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Field Trip! 
Over the last several months, we’ve discussed having a monthly meeting at The Museum Of Russian Icons in Clinton, 
MA (http://museumofrussianicons.org/). Last month we decided that August would be a good time for such a trip, so 
we are scheduled to meet there on August 8th at 11:00am. The museum has a docent who will give us a tour of the 
museum as well as information and stories about the icons in their collection. The visit should take about an hour to 
and  hour-and-a-half.  I’ve  visited  the  museum  and  found  the  icons—many  of  which  are  centuries  old—to  be 
fascinating, wonderful expressions of our faith.
At our June and July meetings, we can finalized plans to car-pool, have lunch together, or any other issues we can 
think of.
NOTE: We would love to have any of our EXCUSED MEMBERS join us, as well as any family and/or friends! Please let me 
know by the first of August if you’d like to come along or bring guests.

Contributing to the newsletter: 
Do you have a piece of writing, a prayer, an article, a photo--anything, really--that you’d like to share with the 
fraternity? Please let me know so that it can be included in the newsletter. —Andy

LITURGICAL CALENDAR: JUNE

1st: St. Justin, martyr   

2nd: Sts. Marcellinus and Peter, martyrs  

3rd: St. Charles Lwanga and Companions, martyrs  

5th: St. Boniface, bishop, martyr  

6th: St.. Norbert, bishop  

7th: Corpus Christi Sunday  

9th: St. Ephrem, deacon, Doctor of the Church  

11th: St. Barnabas, apostle

13th: St. Anthony of Padua, priest, Doctor of the Church

14th: Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

17th: St. Albert Chmielowski, religious, Third Order  

19th: St Romuald, abbot 

21st: Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

22nd: St. Paulinus of Nola, bishop
St. John Fisher, bishop        
St. Thomas More, martyr, Third Order        

23rd: St. Joseph Cafasso, priest, Third Order

24th: Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

25th: Bl. Jutta of Thuringa, widow, Third Order

27th: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

28th: The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
St. Irenaeus, bishop, martyr        

29th: Sts. Peter and Paul,  Apostles

30th: The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 
Bl. Raymond Lull, martyr, Third Order        

FRATERNITY BUSINESS

Finances and Fundraising 
At the last few meetings, we’ve discussed the fraternity finances. Keeping in mind our call to simplicity, we want to 
consider how much money we should have on hand over-and-above our obligations to the regional and national 
fraternities, and the cost of our meeting space. We want to continue to donate money to charitable causes, but which 
ones and how much should this be? In that light, we want to explore our options for fundraising to supplement our 
personal contributions. 
Ann suggested we consider joining the St. Michael’s community in their November holiday bazaar. We talked about 
selling baked goods, rosaries & chaplets, and Franciscan-themed items. Helene graciously offered to build a dollhouse 
that we could raffle. Any and all suggestions & donations are welcome. We are also considering using a fall fraternity 
meeting for making items to sell. We’ll clarify all this over the next few months and see where it takes us.

The fraternity and St. Michael’s 
For over a year now, we’ve been considering our connection to St. Michael’s parish. We want to be more than just 
another organization renting space in the parish hall, and have talked about different things we, individually and as a 
group, might do to become more a part of St. Michael’s parish life. Participating in the November event is one such 
idea, and we are looking forward to speaking with the pastor and others on the subject.

http://museumofrussianicons.org/
http://museumofrussianicons.org/


Andrew Sapp OFS

260 Nashua Road

North Billerica, MA 01862-3070

Preach the Gospel always. When necessary, use words.

Chapter Two: The Way Of Life 

11.11. Trusting the Father, Christ chose for Himself and His 
mother a poor and humble life, even though He valued 
created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular 
Franciscans seek a proper spirit of detachment from 
temporal goods by simplifying their own material needs. Let 
them be mindful that according to the gospel they are 
stewards of the goods received for the benefit of God's 
children.

Thus, in the spirit of the Beatitudes, and as pilgrims and 
strangers on their way to the home of the Father, they should 
strive to purify their hearts from every tendency and 
yearning for possession and power.

RULE OF THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER HIGHLIGHT FOR JUNE:




