
Following are two interviews taken from the Catholic news service Zenit. Both concern the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy that began on December 8th. The first interview is with Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, Major 
Penitentiary Tribunal of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on the Holy Year in general. The second is with Father 
Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap., the Preacher of the Papal Household, who takes a particularly 
Franciscan approach to the Year of Mercy.
As you read the interviews, make note of any ideas or details that seem important to you. There won’t be 
a test next month, but we will use these to discuss what the Jubilee Year of Mercy both means to us and 
what we can do in the upcoming months.
Following the texts are a few questions intended to help us reflect on the information provided. Use them 
as you see fit if they can help clarify your thoughts. If they don’t, write and answer your own questions 
that you can share with the rest of the fraternity in February.

Andy

Part 1
ZENIT INTERVIEW: Cardinal Mauro Piacenza Explains Jubilee of Mercy…on Holy Year “Between 
Earth and Heaven”
Antonio Gaspari, Oct 26, 2015
What is the Jubilee? How is it different from that celebrated by the Hebrew Community in ancient times? 
Why has Pope Francis proclaimed an Extraordinary Holy Year on the subject of Mercy? And what is 
Mercy? What does the remission of sins mean? Who has given the Church this power? And does mercy 
apply also to non-believers and faithful of other religions? Why was the date December 8 chosen to begin 
the Jubilee of Mercy?
To answer these and other questions, ZENIT interviewed Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, Major Penitentiary of 
the Tribunal of the Apostolic Penitentiary.
ZENIT: We are now at the doors of the great Extraordinary Jubilee proclaimed by Pope Francis. Could 
you explain what a Jubilee Year is?
Cardinal Piacenza: A Jubilee is an “apocalyptic” time, in the etymological sense of the term; a time, that 
is, of “revelation” of the true Reality, of the new meaning and value that Christians confer on human life, 
on the “present time.”
In Hebrew antiquity, the Jubilee consisted of a year, every 50 years, opened by the sound of a ram’s horn 
-- in Hebrew yobel -- during which this “novelty” of life was awaited, with symbolic and concrete gestures, 
a time of rest for the earth, the restitution of confiscated land and the liberation of slaves. However, it is 
only in Christianity that this rest, this reconciliation, this liberation finds full and definitive fulfilment!
In fact Christianity -- that is the coming of Christ into the world and into history, the clothing of the Son of 
God in our poor humanity -- conferred on time a new value, an infinite value! From the time that God 
became Man, died and resurrected, every instant has become an “occasion” of the relationship with Him, 
of the living and vivifying Encounter with Him, and of the offer to Him of one’s life. Therefore, the Jubilee 
Year is a year in which our time, understood in the chronological sense, is as though “absorbed” into 
another measure of unity, that of grace. In a Jubilee Year, the Church as loving Mother does her utmost to 
multiply the “occasions of grace,” especially in regard to the remission of sins, through Sacramental 
Confession! To symbolize this entry into a time of special grace, the rite of the beginning of the Jubilee is 
carried out: the opening of the Holy Door.
ZENIT: The Jubilee will begin next December 8, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Why was this 
date chosen?
Cardinal Piacenza: The Pope wanted this date to celebrate a particularly significant event in the 
Church’s more recent history: the conclusion of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. Many are the 
fruits of grace that the Lord has given through the last Conciliar assembly -- one thinks, only by way of 
example, of the powerful call to holiness to all the Baptized and the great flowering of Ecclesial 
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Movements -- but many more are the riches enclosed in its texts, which call for being properly studied, 
understood and received in the life of the Church. At the foundational level, especially the Pontificates of 
Saint John Paul II, of the Holy Father Emeritus Benedict XVI and of Pope Francis are permeated by this 
endeavour to promote the correct reception of the conciliar texts.
Moreover, this “Marian” date of the beginning of the Jubilee calls all of us to fix our eyes and heart on the 
Immaculate Conception, Mother and Model of the Church, and pre-redeemed, that is Saved first in view 
of Christ’s future merits from her conception. We know that the entire Church and, in her, our lives 
themselves are in her hands, under her protection and by her “omnipotent supplications” we await all the 
gifts of grace more necessary today, to serve Christ, the only true Lord of the cosmos and of history.
ZENIT: Pope Francis has dedicated this Jubilee Year to the subject of Mercy, which, from the first 
instances, has occupied a central role in his Pontificate. What must one understand by this word? What, 
in fact, is Mercy, and, on the other hand, what is it not?
Cardinal Piacenza: Well, as Saint Thomas does, we begin by saying what Mercy “is not.” Mercy isn’t 
blind tolerance, it isn’t justification of sin and, above all, it isn’t a right.
Mercy isn’t tolerance, in as much as it does not limit itself to “endure” the sinner, leaving him to continue 
to sin; rather, it denounces sin openly, and, precisely in this way, it loves the sinner: it recognizes that the 
sinner doesn’t consist of his sin, but is more; it leads his actions to the light of truth, the whole truth: and 
thus offers him salvation. Hence, Mercy doesn’t justify sin, in virtue of the socio-cultural, political-
economic or personal circumstances that exist, but it so esteems man as to ask him to give an account of 
all his actions, thus recognizing him to be “responsible” before God. Finally, Mercy isn’t a right; it cannot 
be presumed either in relations with God or in relations with the Church, Minister of Divine Mercy.
Now we come to what Mercy properly is. Mercy is first of all a reality, living and true, immutable and 
forever, which comes to meet human misery, by a mystery of absolute and divine liberty, and “saves” this 
human misery, not by cancelling or ignoring it and even less so by forgetting it, but taking charge of it 
“personally.” In the splendid celebrations of Holy Week that take place in the South of Spain, as well as in 
many other places where popular piety is fervent, when the dead Christ is led in procession outside the 
church, from the people recollected in prayer, a moving voice of profound piety often rises that cries: 
“Mercy!”
See, Mercy is a Person; it is Christ! -- Incarnated, Dead and Risen. He wishes to weave with each man a 
personal relation of truth and love, and all this, which from our perspective of poor sinners, astonishes 
and marvels us, is called “Mercy.”
ZENIT: Eminence, where can people find mercy today? Is there a limit to Divine Mercy? Are there such 
grave sins that they cannot be forgiven?
Cardinal Piacenza: This mercy is found, with certainty, where Christ himself willed to meet man: in his 
own Flesh! This Flesh of Christ, Risen and Living, is mysteriously prolonged by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, by the Church, which is His Mystical Body. In the Church, through the men that Christ himself has 
chosen, called and constituted ministers, mercy awaits sinners, and goes to encounter them personally in 
the sacraments, especially those of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.
All the Sacraments – and the Church herself – are the work of Christ’s mercy, in as much as, through 
them, not only does He “remove” sin but attracts sinners into the fullness of life, unmerited and 
unthinkable, so much so as to render them, together with Him and “in” Him, children of God. This 
happens first of all through Baptism. Our Orthodox brothers would say that man is “divinized” by Christ. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation, then, renews the Gift of our Baptism, removing what contradicts or is 
opposed to it: sin.
This Divine Mercy, which is Christ, is boundless in as much as it is His Love, which is the same Love of 
the Father. Yet, despite this, it has a limit, one and only one, which coincides with that limit that God 
himself wished to put to His Omnipotence: man’s freedom. If man doesn’t accept and doesn’t open to the 
Mercy that God offers him, but with his own choices and his own concrete acts refuses it, God doesn’t 
impose it. He however, with divine patience, without ever tiring – Pope Francis repeats to us – waits for 
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man to convert, during the time of his earthly pilgrimage, and offers him all the graces necessary for that 
to happen.
ZENIT: And when the time of this earthly pilgrimage ends, what happens?
Cardinal Piacenza: When the fundamental and sacred time arrives – too forgotten today -- of the 
“passing away,” the so-called particular judgment opens for man: the soul, temporarily despoiled of its 
body, finds itself in the presence of Christ, Just Judge and Saviour, who assesses it, not first of all on the 
basis of its subjective convictions and not even in regard to the circumstances in which it found itself 
living, but according to its works, according to the ultimate orientation that the works conferred on its 
heart.
Fundamentally, the passing away and thus the eternal destiny itself, is nothing other than a sudden 
“expansion,” we could say an “eternization” of our last “present instant,” which, stripped of the passing of 
time, will find itself before the Light and Truth of Christ, in that same “interior position” that we matured on 
earth. An integrating part of the works judged by Christ are, obviously, our having asked for and obtained 
mercy for our sins, our having ourselves been merciful in our dealings with our neighbour, and our having 
persevered in prayer. The particular Judgment will be followed, at the end of time, by the Universal 
Judgment and the Resurrection of the flesh, with the soul – we could say – immediately admitted in its 
last condition: on one hand if it has eternal Salvation, which can see us immediately immersed in the 
Beatific Vision of God in Paradise, together with all the Saints, to which the next Solemnity is dedicated, 
or see ourselves in the purifying fire of Purgatory; or, on the other hand, – God forbid! – in eternal 
perdition, which we call Hell.
ZENIT: The reality of Purgatory seems to be particularly forgotten today in much of preaching. Do you 
think it’s still important to speak about it? What can you say to the man of today?
Cardinal Piacenza: That nothing of what concerns our person is lacking in importance in God’s eyes. 
The reality of Purgatory, always important because always true, affirms that God has such an infinite 
“esteem” for the human creature and, therefore, takes “tremendously” seriously our created freedom that 
– we could say – He “obeys it.”
In the Book of Ezekiel we read that He does not want the death of the sinner, but that he be converted 
and live (cf. Ezekiel 33:11). Nevertheless, God only wishes to give life to man. He has decided to respect 
man’s freedom, to such a point as to permit him to decide to “reject” His Love definitively, or to receive it 
in the measure in which he consents to it, always with his freedom, which is documented in his works.
If this “last opening” of the heart is not yet total, although clearly oriented to the Truth of God, then the 
soul would be in need of a further “dilation,” that is, to let itself be prepared for the vision of God by the 
living flame of His Love, as the treatise explains of the great Saint and Theologian of Purgatory Catherine 
of Genoa, and as the Holy Father Emeritus has taught in his second Encyclical, Spe Salvi, 48.

As for those who are in Purgatory, however, their time of freedom having ended, they no longer have 
any possibility to “merit,” that is, to collaborate voluntarily with Christ’s Grace. These brothers can only 
“receive” such a Grace, which is obtained by the prayer of the Church, the so-called “prayer of 
suffrage,” which consists, particularly, in the offering of the Eucharistic Sacrifice, in works of charity, 
and in almsgiving. Protagonists of this prayer then are first of all Mary Most Holy, perfect Icon of the 
Church and Dispenser of every grace, and then us, who in virtue of Baptism live in communion with 
the faithful of all times.

ZENIT: So suffrage is also a form of mercy? And who can benefit from it?
Cardinal Piacenza: Suffrage is certainly an irreplaceable work of Mercy! It is rooted first of all and always 
in the Mercy of Christ, who alone can save and purify man’s heart, but who, in his Goodness, associates 
us in his work of Salvation, thus rendering us “co-operators.” In this co-operation first of all, in this being 
associated in Christ’s work, there is the first, an exalting benefit: we are conformed to the Lord, we 
become more participants in His thought and in His sentiments.
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It also brings benefit to our faith, because it extends in the main to the invisible realities and thus is 
“strengthened.” Finally, it brings sure benefit to the souls in Purgatory, which receive the “relief” of our 
suffrage until their final liberation.
This work is so great and indispensable, that the Church, on the occasion of the Commemoration of all 
the Deceased Faithful -- which we will celebrate November 2 -- enriches it with the gift of a Plenary 
Indulgence, that is, the remission of all the temporal punishments due to sin, which “keep” the soul in 
Purgatory. It will be possible in this circumstance to gain the indulgence only for the deceased faithful, 
under the usual conditions: Sacramental Confession, in the eight preceding or successive days, 
Communion, prayer for the Intentions of the Supreme Pontiff, detachment from all sin, also venial, and a 
visit to a cemetery from the 1st to the 8th of November, or to one’s parish church, from the afternoon of 
the 1st to the evening of November 2.
At bottom, in fact this is the Mercy of Christ: it traverses Heaven and earth, it gathers everything in unity, it 
helps men in time and prepares them for Paradise, it does not mortify man’s freedom, but rather exalts it 
to a height unthinkable before, calling him to let himself be loved, to love in Him and for Him, and thus co-
operate in His Work of Salvation. May Mary Most Holy, Mother of Mercy, teach us to seek Mercy, to love 
Mercy, thus to truly live Mercy!

Part 2
ZENIT INTERVIEW: Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap., Preacher of the Papal 
Household, Reflects on the Connection Between the Poor One of Assisi and the Upcoming Jubilee 
Year
Federico Cenci, 6, 2015
A guiding thread unites the name then Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio chose, once he was raised to the 
papal throne, and the institution of the Holy Year dedicated to Mercy. It is a thread born along the pebbles 
of the charming and Medieval Assisi, which unravels, leaving an indelible trail through the history of the 
Church, of Italy and of the whole of humanity.
Saint Francis, who grew up in the affluence and splendours of a rich family, immersed himself in a new 
humanity after having received the blessing of the Father of all mercy. An embrace that he received, 
accepted and loved, and which then extended to his neighbor, recognizing in everyone the face of Christ.
ZENIT invited Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap., Papal Household Preacher, to suggest some 
reflections to our readers regarding the connection between Saint Francis and mercy. In fact in these 
days, a volume of Father Cantalamessa has gone on sale in bookstores, co-edited by ZENITBooks and 
Ancora publishers, entitled “In Love With Christ: The Secret of Saint Francis of Assisi"
* * *
ZENIT: “The Lord himself led me among the lepers and used mercy with them.” Father Raniero, in his 
Testament, Saint Francis chose a very precise word -- mercy -- to indicate the beginning of his 
conversion.
Father Cantalamessa: Mercy was the first fruit of his drawing close to the Lord. Let’s not forget what St. 
Francis says in the same phrase; ‘the Lord led me among them.” There have been some (for instance, in 
times close to us, Simone Weil) who came to Christ from love of the poor and there have been others that 
have come to the poor from the love of Christ. St. Francis belongs to the latter. But this reflects the 
profound order that exists between works and grace. St. Francis first experienced God’s mercy to him, 
mercy as a free gift, and it is this that spurred him and gave him the strength to have mercy for the leper 
and the poor.
ZENIT: In your opinion, is there some episode in Saint Francis’ life in which, mainly, the face of mercy 
shines?
Father Cantalamessa: I recall in particular what the Poverello wrote to a minister one day (this is how he 
called the Superiors of his Order, namely, servants): “May there be no friar in the world, who has sinned, 
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as much as it is possible to sin, that, after having seen your eyes, does not go away without your 
forgiveness, if he asks for it; and if he did not ask for forgiveness, you ask him if he wants to be forgiven. 
And if afterwards he should sin a thousand times before your eyes, love him more than me for this, so 
that you are able to attract him to the Lord, and always have mercy for such brothers” (Letter to a Minister 
– FF nr. 235).
ZENIT: What do mercy and the safeguarding of Creation have in common?
Father Cantalamessa: In his Encyclical on respect for Creation, Pope Francis writes: “The violence 
present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in 
the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is 
among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she ‘groans in travail’” (Rom 8:22) (“Laudato Si’ 
“, 2). St. Francis of Assisi, in whom the Encyclical is inspired, had already given a human face to Creation, 
making of every creature a brother or a sister: Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Mother Earth ... It’s true, the 
earth today, in fact, is like that poor man assaulted by brigands and left half dead on the road. Many pass 
by him and go on, pretending not to see or simply leaving to others, who will come after them, to be 
concerned with the problem. If it is thus, the Pope, with his courageous criticism, has shown himself a 
“Good Samaritan” for our “Sister, Mother Earth.” Of course, there is another, more “human” relation 
between mercy and the care of Creation and it is that to have respect for Creation means to have mercy 
for those that will come after us, and not leave them without resources for a fitting life on earth. The seven 
works of corporal mercy must also be read for the future: to give to eat to one that one day is hungry, to 
drink to one that one day is thirsty ...
ZENIT: The Extraordinary Holy Year coincides with the 800 years of the Forgiveness of Assisi. How was 
the request for this plenary indulgence born in Saint Francis, which he addressed to Pope Honorius III?
Father Cantalamessa: I don’t know enough to respond properly to this question  also because it’s known 
that there are controversial opinions, but I think that such a request could have stemmed only from St. 
Francis’ desire that the Lord’s Mercy reach every heart.
ZENIT: How can Saint Francis’ experience be a teacher of mercy for us men and women of today?
Father Cantalamessa: In many ways. One is to go to meet the “new lepers”
of today, the people avoided or kept at a distance by all; to go like him to the last, to the “existential 
fringes,” which also exist close to us. Above all St. Francis points out to us the source from which one can 
draw the strength to do this, and it is to see Christ in one’s brother, to recall that word of Christ: “You did it 
to me.”
ZENIT: The Synod of Bishops begins on October 4, Feast of Saint Francis. How can mercy speak to the 
crisis of today’s family?
Father Cantalamessa: Pope Francis has clearly put the whole discussion on the family and its problems 
under the sign of the mercy of God and of Christ. It is from the example of Christ, from his conduct 
towards the “irregular” of the time (Zaccheus, the Samaritan woman, the adulteress, the woman sinner) 
from which one must begin to resolve the thorny questions that the present crisis of the family presents to 
the Church. However, on this it is good to wait rather than anticipate the conclusions of the Synod.

Questions
Part 1
What is the significance of a Year of Jubilee?

(In your own words) What is mercy?
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How does Purgatory fit into the concept of Divine Mercy?

How would you explain “The Year of Mercy” to someone who is not Catholic?

Part 2
In his first response, Fr. Cantalamessa says, “But [Francis’ love of the poor coming from the love of 
Christ]  reflects the profound order that exists between works and grace.” What is your understanding of 
this comment?

What are your thoughts about St. Francis advising that no matter how many times a brother sins, he 
should be loved more than St. Francis himself?

How can mercy be shown to the Earth, to Nature?

Who or what are the “lepers” in your life?

General
What do you find the most meaningful in these two interviews?

What questions do you still have about The Jubilee Year of Mercy?
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