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Our Lady’s Fraternity
OF THE ORDER OF FRANCISCANS SECULAR

PRAYER INTENTIONS

If you would like to add to our list of prayer intentions and/or thanksgivings but are not going to be at the monthly 
meetings, please let Andy know at either asappofs@gmail.com or 978-930-4731. 

Fraternity Calendar 
Next Meeting:

February 12th, 2017 
1:00--Council Meeting
2:00--Fraternity Meeting
3:30--Social Time

Refreshments: Andy
Ongoing Formation: Chapters 

3-4 (pp 43-63) of Pope 
Francis’ The Name Of God 
Is Mercy

Upcoming Meetings:
March 12th, 2017

Refreshments: TBA
April 9, 2017

Refreshments: TBA
May 21, 2017

Refreshments: TBA
June 11, 2017

Refreshments: TBA
Upcoming Events:

April 7-9: St Elizabeth of 
Hungary Regional 
Chapter Visitation, 
Franciscan Guest House, 
Kennebunk, ME

In your prayers, please remember… 
• John and Kathleen, our friends and 

brother & sister, were united with us 
in the Franciscan family. Grant 
them, Lord Jesus, all that was 
promised by our Father Francis

• Walter, Ann’s father, for a good 
adjustment to the VA

• Ann’s class and co-workers
• For Ann’s friend Jane and her new 

job
• Bernadette, Bernadette’s daughter, 

for healing
• Ginny’s daughter Jessica’s job 

security
• (Ginny) Pray for Father David's good 

health
• For Jan’s father, who had another 

stroke & who fell at his nursing 
home

• For Jan’s daughter's emotional and 
spiritual confusion

• For Peace after this presidential 
election

• Joan & Charlie’s son-in-law, for 
employment

• Janine, Helene and Bernadette’s 
sister

• Armand Demarsas, who is very ill 
with stage four lymphoma

• Mary, Grazia's mother-in-law 
• For Grazia’s parents, that they can 

endure a good winter season
• For all care givers
• Our sister, Mary, for healing
• Paula, for family healing & 

conversion
• For Paula, that she may aspire to be 

a good candidate for OFS profession
• Andy, for continued healing
• for those struggling with addictions, 

and their families,
• our fraternity, that we may receive 

new vocations
• our retired brothers and sisters
• those who must live with aftermath 

of violence
• the poor and vulnerable in our 

communities
• for peace
• the Holy Souls in Purgatory
• the deceased members of our 

fraternity

Thanksgivings: 
• For John & Kathleen, their lives, and the joys they brought to our fraternity
• Ann: Good health, good job, and her faith, family, and friends 
• Grazia: for a home, family, and friends
• Jan, for her return to fraternity life [For which we all give thanks!!!]
• Jan, for her family and wonderful friends
• Jan, for her husband, who supports her totally 

through her illnesses
• Joan & Charlie, for their son’s new employment
• Katie, for her family
• Paula: Thanksgiving in all things, even whey it seems 

all “dark”

• Andy: for his sons, daughters, and daughters-in-law 
and the richness they've brought to so many

• Andy: for Franciscan spirituality and wisdom in 
these uncertain times

• our retired brothers and sisters

“God always has patience.”   ~Pope Francis

mailto:asappofs@gmail.com
mailto:asappofs@gmail.com
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OUR DEARLY DEPARTED
Those of you who are no longer able to attend our monthly meetings may or may not have heard that two of our members passed over into the arms 

of Our Lord this past year: our sister Kathleen Horgan and our brother and spiritual assistant 

Of North Andover, MA, a long-
time educator, John L. "Jack" 
Finneran passed away on December 
24, 2016. A lifelong resident of 
North Andover, John was 91.

John graduated Phillips Academy 
in 1943 and proceeded to earn a 
degree at Harvard University 
followed by a Ph.D. in Science. For 
many years he worked alongside his 
father and brother at Finneran's 
Pharmacy -founded in 1926 on Main 
Street, North Andover. John continued the family 
tradition of service to the community by teaching at 
Johnson High School and Winchester High School. He 
was a founding member of Northern Essex Community 
College in 1961, being one of the first faculty and 
eventually retiring as Professor Emeritus of Natural 
Sciences. He was particularly proud of his role in 
cleaning up the Merrimack River as a member of the 
Merrimack River Watershed Council. 

He was a lifelong and dedicated parishioner of St. 
Michael's Church where he served as an usher for close 
to 70 years. He was also a Secular Franciscan and served 
as a Provincial of the Third Order.

He also volunteered many years of service to the 
recently-closed Franciscan Friary in Andover, MA. John 
also held the honor of being the world’s number one Red 
Sox’s fan!

John was an inspiration to his family, and friends, 
especially Billy and Heather Fahey and their children, 
Summer (his God Daughter), Colton, Solana and Nevada. 
In his later years he enjoyed a true friendship with Moe 
Downey with whom he shared many adventures, laughs 
and great stories. He leaves many nieces and nephews 
including John Finneran of Indianapolis, Joseph Finneran 
and his wife Martha of Indianapolis, Mary Finneran of 
Portales, NM, Tom and Maureen Finneran of 
Hardeeville, SC and Steve and Reene Finneran of Cicero, 
IN.

He is also survived by his sister in law, Patricia A. 
(Hay) Finneran of Andover, MA and her children and 
extended family, William A. Finneran Jr. and his wife Jill 
Finneran of Andover, MA., Nancy Walke and her 
husband Paul Walke of Danvers, MA., Daniel Finneran 
of Andover, MA., Joanne Hoff and her husband Robert 
Hoff of Andover, MA., Patricia A.M. Finneran of 
Washington, DC. He was predeceased by his brothers 
William Finneran, Joseph Finneran and Robert Finneran.

   Kathleen T. (Dee) Horgan, 89, of 
Concord and West Hyannisport, 
died Sunday, June 19th at the 
Rivercourt Residence in Groton. 
She was the beloved wife of the 
late William E. Horgan who died 
in 1994. 
   Born in Concord on December 

1, 1926, she was the cherished 
daughter of the late Michael J. Dee and Margaret 
(McManus) Dee. She attended Concord Public Schools 
and graduated from Concord High School in 1945. In 
1948, Kathleen graduated from the Massachusetts 
General Hospital School of Nursing. As a registered 
nurse, she served in the Cadet Nurse Corps. 

For twenty-five years, prior to her retirement in 1992, 
she was employed by Nuclear Metals in Concord as a 
Certified Occupational Health Nurse. In the late 1960s 
and 1970s, she was the camp nurse at Camp Sewataro in 
Sudbury. 

She was a longtime member of the Third Order of St. 
Francis. 

During her retirement, she enjoyed summering in 
West Hyannisport where she had met her husband in 
1950. In addition, she loved to sing, and enjoyed 
watercolor painting. 

Survivors include her children, Patrick Horgan and 
his wife Krishna of Yarmouthport, Kevin Horgan and his 
wife Beth of Sterling, Monica McCann and her husband 
Shawn of Pepperell, Julia Horgan of Pepperell, Kathleen 
Kasey McNamara and her husband Gary of Sterling, her 
grandchildren, Brendan, Declan, and Liam McCann, and 
Caitlin, Aidan, and Daniel Horgan, her sister, Mary J. 
Moreau of Maynard, and many nieces and nephews. She 
was also the mother of the late Brendan Horgan, and 
sister of the late Julia Gallagher, Loretta Frawley, 
Margaret Frances Kilmartin, Bernard E. Dee, Veronica 
Foley, Vincent Dee, and Michael J. Dee, Jr. 

Her funeral was held on Thursday, June 23rd at 9 am 
at the Dee Funeral Home in Concord Center, and was 
followed by a funeral Mass in Holy Family Parish, 
Monument Square, Concord Center. Officiating was the 
Rev. Richard DeVeer. Burial followed in St. Bernards 
Cemetery, Concord where Fr. DeVeer read the committal 
prayers. 

Contributions in her memory may be made to St. 
Boniface Haiti Foundation.
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SECULAR FRANCISCAN SAINT-OF-THE-MONTH: BLESSED VERDIANA, FEBRUARY 15

Hello, everyone! 
2016 brought many changes for me and my family, most 
of which were positive. After several years, my 
disability pensions finally came through, which 
significantly improved our finances, even to the point 
of allowing us to buy a house (in Pepperell, MA). Anne 
& I also welcomed a new daughter-in-law, Shirley, into 
the family, and Tristan and Shirley had a daughter--
Anne's & my first grandchild--in August. (Tristan, 
Shirley, and Olivia live in Guangzhou, China.) Our 
youngest, Mary, changed colleges and is now going to 
Salem State University, which means she's home most 
weekends. And our oldest daughter, Lydia, is in a new 
and very positive relationship (in California). It's 
difficult to list all the blessings of the past year, and 
even more difficult to connect these blessings with so 
many others over the recent past. But, I have quite a 
bit of raw materials for writing, which I guess is 
another blessing.
After I wrote my last newsletter (a year ago!), I had to 
take a break. Beginning last February, the changes 
above began to come fast & furious, but truth be told, 
I had a crisis of conscience, so to speak, about the 
newsletters. I'd come to feel that they reflected mostly 
my thoughts, interests, and tastes, which is not what 
I'd intended the newsletter to be. It began to feel that 
it was my newsletter instead of our newsletter.
From the first time I sat in on a fraternity meeting 
(almost eleven years ago!), I was deeply impressed by 
the spirituality and wisdom of our group, as well as the 
interesting ideas and "things" that Our Lady's members 
shared with one-another (e.g. news, articles, prayers, 
mediations, etc.). When I began writing the 

newsletters, my hope has always been that the 
newsletters serve as another means by which we can all 
continue to share the richness of our lives.
I did not intend to stop the newsletters, but every time 
I sat down to begin one, I came up against the same 
block; the newsletter shouldn't be just my production. 
The last couple of months, though, I've been 
rethinking the issue. Imperfect as it may be, the 
newsletter is very important for all of members to get 
some kind of regular updates on the fraternity, 
especially those who are "retired". 
So, the newsletters are back, and I apologize for the 
long hiatus. 
I am going to work on improving the newsletter, both 
format and content. I will really appreciate your 
feedback, even if it's just a text or e-mail. 
I will really, really REALLY appreciate anything you can 
give me for inclusion in the newsletter. Anything that 
would be of even the slightest interest to any member 
is worth putting in the newlsetter. It doesn't even have 
to be related to spiritual matters; family news, taking a 
trip, a funny cartoon--anything.
I have to take the blame for not asking members for 
things to put in the newsletter; I am very bad about 
keeping in touch with people in general. This is, in 
part, connected with my disability, but it's an aspect 
I've been trying to work on. I'm going to try to 
regularly be in touch with everyone between meetings.
Thank you all for your patience with me! Peace and all 
good!  

~Andy

NEWSLETTER NEWS

Blessed Veridiana was born 
in the year 1182 at 
Castelfiorentino, near 
Florence, of the noble 
family of the Attavani. Her 
vocation to a higher life 
was discernible even in her 
youth; she loved seclusion, 
prayer, and works of 
penance. As she advanced 
in years, she grew in grace, 
and her innocence and 
virtue won for her the love 

and veneration of everyone 
with whom she came in contact.

As a young girl, Veridiana was sent to the home of a 
relative to assist his wife in the administration of the 
household. Here she displayed good sense that was quite 
extraordinary for one of her age. She also utilized every 
opportunity to practice works of charity.
Once in a famine she distributed to the poor a great 
quantity of beans from the storerooms, not knowing that 
they had already been sold by her uncle. When the buyer 
arrived to get them and the bins were found empty, her 
uncle reproached her bitterly.
Blessed Veridiana, deeply grieved, prayed all night long, 
and lo, in the morning the bins of the storeroom were 
again filled to the brim.
The news of this miracle spread far and wide, and in 
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BLESSED VERDIANA, CONT’D
order to avoid the marks of respect that were being 
shown her on all sides, she undertook a pilgrimage to 
Compostela, in Spain, to the grave of St James the 
Apostle, and later also to the tombs of the Apostles in 
Rome.
Upon her return home, Veridiana had an anchorage built 
hard by the chapel of St Anthony in Florence. The cell is 
preserved to this day. It is ten feet long and three and a 
half feet wide. For furniture there is only a ledge, a foot 
wide, projecting from the stone wall and serving as a 
seat. A small window in the cell opens upon the chapel. 
Through it she could attend Holy Mass and receive Holy 
Communion as well as the necessary bodily nourishment.
Blessed Veridiana was only twenty-six years old when, 
with a crucifix in her arms and escorted by her spiritual 
director and a great number of people, she entered the 
narrow cell and permitted the door to be immediately 
walled up. In this voluntary retirement she spent the 
remaining thirty-four years of her life as an anchoress in 
prayer and severe penance. In summer her bed was the 
bare earth; in winter she lay on a board with a block of 
wood serving as a pillow. Her food consisted of bread and 

water and herbs. Her only living associates were two large 
snakes which crept in and out of her cell, with whom she 
shared her food and her dwelling, in the spirit of penance, 
for many years.
About the year 1222, when St Francis was preaching 
penance in the vicinity of Florence, he also went to visit 
the poor anchoress, gave her the habit of the Third Order 
and many beautiful lessons on the proper way to live a 
contemplative life.
After a very saintly life in which she had been granted the 
gift of miracles, Veridiana was also privileged with the 
revelation concerning the hour of her death. She prepared 
herself with the devout reception of the holy sacraments. 
While praying the penitential psalms she died on 
February 1, 1242, being sixty years old.
Moved by the extraordinary miracles that had occurred, 
Pope Clement VII approved the devotion to her in the 
year 1533, and later on Pope Innocent XII added his 
approbation in 1694.

from: The Franciscan Book of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM

EACH NEW YEAR extends an invitation to re-enter 
the process of transformation, for self and for our world. 
We stand at the threshold, looking back and looking ahead. 
This valuable process involves a deliberate letting go of the 
past and an intentional welcoming of future possibilities. 
We will make choices and decisions in the coming year that 
will create our reality. We live on a wounded planet and 
share life in a world of suffering humanity. But we do not 
despair. The Holy One continues to awaken us. We have 
what we need to bring peace within ourselves and our 
world. This is my prayer for each and all of us.

To let go of the idea that I am separate
from the rest of creation.
To welcome the countless ways that
unite me with all that exists.
To let go of whatever keeps me indifferent
to the suffering of others.
To welcome and act on the compassion
and kindness stored within me.
To let go of inattentiveness to the
beauty dwelling in existence.
To welcome little joys and surprising
wonders that each day contains.

LET US BEGIN AGAIN, BY JOYCE RUPP OSM
The following was printed in the January 2017 edition of St. 
Anthony Messenger To let go of past woundedness and

hurts that I carry.
To welcome and act on my ability to
forgive and to be healed.
To let go of aversion and avoidance of
what is unwanted.
To welcome people and events that
disturb my comfort zone.
To let go of the pull of consumerism on
my desires and values.
To welcome simple living and the
plentitude I already have.
To let go of being imprisoned by stingy
self-centeredness.
To welcome the ways that life draws
my gifts and love outward.
To let go of what stalls or impedes my
spiritual growth.
To welcome quiet, reflective times to be
with the Beloved.
To let go of worry about things over
which I have no control.
To welcome a stronger trust in the Holy
One that all shall be well.



NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY, 2017

PAGE �5

NEWS FROM OTHER FRATERNITIES: ST FRANCIS FRATERNITY, TEWKSBURY

Ray Geoffroy, OFS, (top center), 
his daughter, Brandi (left) & four 
of his grandchildren. Week 4 
team!

Young guests sporting warm fleece 
hats made and donated by 
“Helping Hands” Ministry of St. 
Augustine Church in Andover, 
MA.

Week 3 team, (in turquoise 
shirts) Ika Everhart, OFS, 
Miriam Kennedy, OFS and 
Deacon Chris Everhart, 
OFS, with youth group from 
Dunstable Congregational 
Church.

Jacob’s Well – the room 
where fresh hot coffee is 
served any way you like it, 
for free! (Who needs 
Starbucks?)

Ika Everhart, OFS, (Week 2 
Team) making music with guests.

“Love Knit” – a Saturday ministry 
teaching guests how to knit and 
crochet.

St. Francis Fraternity in Tewksbury, MA, 
started their Homeless Outreach ministry 
in 2004, and began partnering with Living 
Waters Center of Hope in 2007 in order to 
open the Center on Saturday mornings for 
the first time. Since that time, teams of 
Secular Franciscans from St. Francis 

Fraternity have made and served breakfast to the homeless 
and needy of Lowell every Saturday morning, and have 
supported the ministry with donations of tents, tarps, 
blankets, foldable mattresses, underwear, socks and 
Dunkin Donuts gift cards, along with toiletries and other 
hygiene items.
Living Waters Center of Hope is a non-denominational, 
faith-based, outreach and drop-in center in downtown 
Lowell, Massachusetts. Not only do they provide a non-
threatening and safe daytime drop-in with a home-like 
atmosphere, but also a wide variety of supportive services, 
including laundry facilities, mailboxes, life-skill and job-
readiness training and help in securing jobs and housing.
One of the Center’s primary goals is to provide a 
framework and place for area churches to work together to 
reach out to those in need, especially those suffering from 
homelessness due to addiction, mental illness and 
disabilities. This ecumenical service has been one of the 
greatest blessings of the OFS ministry at Living Waters.

The following article comes from our St. Elizabeth of Hungary Region’s website. Since many of us don’t regularly use the internet, I 
thought it would be nice to include it here.

To let go of the desire to have a perfect,
undisturbed life.
To welcome the taken-for-granted
peacefulness that I do have.
To let go of cherished ones who have
departed this sphere of life.
To welcome the steadfast love and
good memories they left behind.
To let go of the old year’s troubles and
unresolved burdens.

To welcome the steadfast love and
good memories they left behind.

Joyce Rupp, OSM, is a well-known author and speaker. She is a 
member of the Servites (Servants of Mary) community and was a 
volunteer for Hospice for 15 years.

LET US BEGIN AGAIN, CONT’D

5

http://www.joycerupp.com
http://stelizabethofs.com
http://stelizabethofs.com
http://www.joycerupp.com
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I saw this article on the Huffington Post website and thought I’d 
share it. Dylan Roof, you’ll recall, murdered nine members of the 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in downtown 
Charleston, South Carolina during Bible study. He was sentenced to 
death last month. 

Every person is made in the image of God ― including 
me, my wife, my daughter and Dylann Roof. There is 
nothing that I can do for God to love me any more or 
any less. There is nothing that I could say to 
compromise God’s desire to be close to me, to know 
me and for me to be close and know Him. And that is 
the same for Dylann Roof. 
I can claim that he is uniquely evil as Ta-Nehisi Coates 
puts it or weigh my options and decide to kill like 
Obama did Osama Bin-Laden. I could even just go with 
my gut and say “some people just need to die.” But that 
logic, that statement and killing someone as a 
punishment for murder is flawed and certainly not 
Christian. MLK puts it best, “Capital punishment is 
against the best judgment of modern criminology,” 
wrote King, “and, above all, against the highest 
expression of love in the nature of God.”
Love your neighbor as yourself includes the white 
supremacists in our midst. Love for your enemies 
includes those who have harmed, abused, raped and 
murdered.  There is no asterisk in these verses nor any 
wavering in the heart of God for all of His people that 
He shaped in their mother’s wombs. He takes no 
pleasure in the death of any man as it’s His desire that 
all would come to know Him. 
Dylann Roof dehumanized anyone who he saw as “not 
white.” That is the first step in the willingness to 
perpetrate violence. We then dehumanize him to the 
point where 12 peers decide he should die as well; and 
millions of people agree. That is the same mentality 
that trolls Twitter ensuring that a dehumanizing 
narrative follows any person convicted and even 
suspected of committing a crime. It’s the same 
mentality and world view that makes it possible for 
men and women to be killed by police. It’s the same 
mentality that allows employers to discriminate against 
felons and keep them in the margins of society. It also 
absolves we as a people of any responsibility in creating 
the context the produced Dylann Roof. Clint Smith 
says it best, 
“Additionally, to call Roof uniquely evil, as Ta-Nehisi 
Coates has also pointed out, is to ignore the history 
that made him possible. Roof is not a historical 
anomaly as much as a representation of a past that 
America prefers to sweep under its rug rather than 
commit to cleaning up. When Roof told Tywanza 

Sanders, one of the victims in the church, “You rape 
our women and you’re taking over our country and you 
have to go,” he was 
echoing a vast 
history that has used 
such rationale to 
decimate black lives. 
Killing Roof does 
nothing other than 
soothe the moral 
conscience of a 
country that would 
rather not reckon with the forces that created and 
cultivated his ideology.”
Additionally, Smith states that:
“It is easy not to support the death penalty when there 
is doubt about the culpability of the person sitting in 
the chair; it is harder to sustain such principles when 
the crime of the accused is morally indefensible. But if 
our principles are only our principles when it is 
convenient for us, when they align with our visceral 
emotional responses, then they are, in fact, not 
principles at all. What’s the point of having progressive 
principles if they can’t contain your rage?”
Dylann Roof might be sick, demented, or mentally ill 
― but for sure he is sinful. His heart is deceitfully 
wicked above all things. And the only medication that 
cures this ailment is the love of Jesus. And those 
beautiful men and women that he murdered were 
studying the Jesus who died that we all might have life 
and have it abundantly ― including Dylann Roof.  Not 
just the folks who do everything right or excluding 
those who do evil. That is the scandalous grace of God. 
That is precisely why we study scripture as followers of 
Jesus. Because when we don’t, we mistake the laws of 
America for the Law of God and they are clearly not 
the same. 
We are saved by grace through faith so that no man can 
boast. It is not my actions that set me apart but only 
God’s grace. I have put my trust in the Living God and 
it is His work on the Cross and my faith in Him that 
saved me. Thus it is not my actions that save or 
condemn me, but the condition of my heart. And what 
the Bible says about Dylan Roof is also what it says 
about me. So instead of picking up a stone to kill him 
and gnashing my teeth in anger and disgust, I will pick 
up the Gospel of John and do like Cynthia, Susan, 
Ethel, Depayne, Clemente, Tywanza, Daniel, Sharonda 
and Myra and ponder instead what kind of Jesus cries 
out for His murderers to be forgiven; not for them to 
be killed. 

I AM NO BETTER THAN DYLANN ROOF, BY JONATHAN WALTON

Jonathan is a professional husband, Baba and InterVarsity’s New 
York City Urban Project Director, Founder of the LoGOFF 
Movement, and Co-Founder of Good Journey

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emanuel_African_Methodist_Episcopal_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emanuel_African_Methodist_Episcopal_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/i-am-no-better-than-dylann-roof_us_58764019e4b065be690990a4?section=us_religion
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/i-am-no-better-than-dylann-roof_us_58764019e4b065be690990a4?section=us_religion
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FRATERNITY BUSINESS

Cold January
The Council decided to cancel our January fraternity 
meeting due to cold and stormy weather. Even if a 
meeting is not cancelled, if you feel uncomfortable 
getting to St. Michael’s you should always stay home 
(though please let us know so we don’t worry about 
you). Say an extra prayer for the fraternity and stay safe.
Elections
At our September fraternity meeting we held our 
triennial elections. The results are…
Andy Sapp, Minister
Grazia, Vice Minister
Ginny, Secretary
Mary, Treasurer
Ann, Formation Director
Formation
Paula ____  of St. Michael’s, Bedford has started the 
formation process: welcome Paula! She’s been meeting 
with Ann Nicholson regularly, and has quickly become a 
warm addition to our fraternity meetings.
St. Michael’s Parish, Christmas Giving
Over the past couple of years, we’ve been working to 
become more a part of our host parish, St. Michael’s. 
We all, of course, are active in our home parishes, but 
we also want to be a visible presence in our “second 
home parish.” Our Lady’s Fraternity is now listed on 

the front page of the parish bulletin (under 
“Devotions”). 
During Advent, our members also undertook to provide 
Christmas gifts—toys and clothes—to an 18-month-old 
child in the parish whose family is in need. In the 
months ahead, we’ll explore other ways that we can 
become a more visible part of the St. Michael’s family.
Ongoing Formation
In November we began discussing Pope Francis’ book 
The Name Of God Is Mercy. Because our December 
meeting was taken up mostly by wrapping the gifts we 
passed along to the parish, and then having canceled 
our January meeting, we’re going a little slow, but we’ll 
get back on track this month. If any of our excused 
members would like to get a copy of the book, please 
let Andy know; we’d love to hear your thoughts, too!

Contact Information: 
• Andy Sapp, Minister: 978-930-4731

asappofs@gmail.com
• Grazia, Vice Minister
• Ginny, Secretary
• Mary, Treasurer
• Ann, Formation Director

Please send correspondences to... 
• Andy Sapp

27a Jewett Street
Pepperell, MA 01463

LITURGICAL CALENDAR: FEBRUARY 2017

2nd: Presentation of the Lord
Servant of God Mary Fedelis Weiss, virgin, Third Order

3rd: St. Blaise, bishop, martyr
St Ansgar, bishop
Blessed Elizabeth Amodei, virgin. Third Order

5th: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St Agatha, virgin, martyr
Servant of God Mary Teresa Boinzel. Virgin. Third Order

6th: Sts Paul Miki, Peter Baptist, and Companions, martyrs 1st & 
3rd Orders

7th: St Colette, Third Order

8th: St Jerome Emiliani,
St Josephine Bakhita, virgin

10th: St Scholastica, virgin
Bl. Clare of Rimini, widow, Third Order

11th: Our Lady of Lourdes

12th: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

14th: Sts Cyril, monk
St Methodius, bishop
St Jane of Valois. Widow. Third Order.

15th: Transfer of the Body of St Anthony of Padua
Bl. Veridiana, virgin, Third Order

17th: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order

19th: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
St Conrad of Piacenza, Third Order

21st: St Peter Damian, bishop, Doctor of the Church

22nd:The Chair of St Peter the Apostle
Servant of God Matthew Rossi, confessor, Third Order

24th: Bl. Mark Marconi, Confessor, Third Order

26th: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

27th: Bl. Louise Albertoni, widow, Third Order

A note on the calendar: I am primarily using the liturgical calendar published by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) for the 
newsletter’s calendar, which emphasizes feast days and memorials of major saints. Additionally, I am including memorials to other saints and blesseds 
from our Secular Franciscan family.
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“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle.”  

Chapter Two: The Way Of Life 

14.Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are 
called to build a more fraternal and evangelical world so that 
the kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively. 
Mindful that anyone "who follows Christ, the perfect man, 
becomes more of a man himself," let them exercise their 
responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service.

RULE OF THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER HIGHLIGHT FOR FEBRUARY:

Constitution of  The Secular Franciscan Order 

Article 19 

1.Rule 14  Secular Franciscans should always act as a leaven in the 
environment in which they live through the witness of their 
fraternal love and clear Christian motivations.

2.In the spirit of minority, they should opt for relationships which 
give preference to the poor and to those on the fringe of society, 
whether these be individuals or categories of persons or an entire 
people; they should collaborate in overcoming the exclusion of 
others and those forms of poverty that are the fruit of 
inefficiency and injustice.


